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England on Queen Elizabeth's demise, Sir Philip
does not appear to have much troubled himself until
there was a revival of the old fear that the Scottish
plotters would obtain substantial help from Spain,
Then he was stirred to action. Through his old
friend Edward Wot ton, who had been his fellow-
student at Vienna ten years before, and was now
ambassador in Scotland, he obtained information
from the northern capital; and he was in close inter-
course with Patrick, sixth Lord Gray, better known
as the Master of Gray, who in 1584 paid a long visit
to London with the ostensible object of arranging
an alliance between King James and Queen Eliza-
beth from which Queen Mary was to be excluded.

This Master of Gray was accounted one of the
handsomest men of the time, skilled in all the arts
and graces of courtiership. Though few then knew
it, he was as unscrupulous as he was clever, a man
who shrank from no trickery and meanness, betray-
ing every one who trusted him, and cared for
nothing but his own advancement. For some time
a creature of the Earl of Arran, he cheated Arran as
readily as he cheated Gowrie and all the rest of
King James's advisers.' Professing himself a hater
of Papists, he was a Catholic in so far as he had any
religion. Unfortunately, though thence came no
great harm to the State or to Sidney himself, he
deceived Sidney along with men of longer and wider
experience in statesmanship.

In nearly every letter that the Master of Gray,
after his return to Scotland, wrote to his other
friends in London, as well as to Sidney, he sent